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responsible for the counter-revolution to which it directly
pointed, and which every day looked more unavoidable.
Haslerig saw the moment had come to play his trump
card. "With the concurrence of their party and a number
of officers, he, Scot, and some others repaired to White-
hall, bent on inducing Monk to assume the protectorate.
Clarges was first sounded. He gave no encouragement,
and the conspirators left him to go straight to the lord-
general. In alarm lest his brother-in-law's power of
resistance should be unequal to so splendid a temptation,
Clarges flew to the Council which was sitting in a room
close by. In answer to an urgent summons Ashley
Cooper came out, and Clargas hurriedly told him his
alarming suspicions of what was going on in the lord-
general's apartments.

Meanwhile by every argument Haslerig and his friends
were pressing Monk to take upon himself the civil author-
ity as well as the military. It was clear, they said, from
the late vote that a restoration was intended, and a res-
toration meant his death, for like Stanley, who enthroned
the Tudors, he was too great to live. Monk told them
to fear nothing. The House merely wanted to leave its
successor entirely free, and as for taking upon himself the
civil authority, the fate of Cromwell's family was a
warning to which he could not be deaf. Haslerig urged
that Cromwell was a usurper, while Monk would be
acclaimed by the nation. He himself was prepared to
bring a petition with a hundred thousand signatures.
But the lord-general was obdurate, and dismissing the
conspirators he repaired to his place at the Council.
The moment he appeared Ashley Cooper got up and
moved that the room be cleared and the doors locked.itution. Prac-
